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the sphere of individual rights dangerously into conflict with the
sphere of the alleged general interest.
Exception has been taken in many quarters to the German
assignment of special prerogatives to the State, together with the
theory that the principles of private morality are not applicable to
the State. As to this, one argument is obvious: why should the
amorality permitted to the State not be equally permissible for
other social institutions? This, of course, would render every sort
of public legality and good faith illusory. But here again we have a
logical development that lies in the nature of the thing itself.
Moreover, Hobbes recognizes the distinctions between "public
reason5* and "private reason". The really dangerous development
is, however, that in which this distinction no longer exists, because
a "private reason" is no longer admitted, a private sphere is no
longer tolerated; in other words, considerations of State ex-
pediency govern private matters and are no longer permitted to be
overridden by considerations of private morality. This is precisely
the situation at the present day.
Modern State and social absolutism of necessity inhibits a
private, inner sphere of the individual existence. It may not
prohibit the free expression of opinion; but it virtually extirpates
it by means of the new technique of propaganda and mass-
suggestion. The right of the individual to a private sphere of
existence is not contested, but he is caught in such a network of
public duties and claims, activities and amusements, that this
right ceases in practice to exist.
The older absolute State was essentially a police State. It was
concerned only for public peace, safety, and order. The new
absolute State wants infinitely more. In order to create and
maintain its new rational order, it must train up a new type
of humanity. It must "plan" a new officialdom. It can permit
no fields free of supervision in the life of the State and the com-
munity. Public right is a matter of custom. It thus plans custom,
and with custom man himself. It not only does not create
personalities, it will not tolerate them. For personalities are
always "hindrances to traffic" and defects in the material of
an exact process. Accordingly it creates types. It robs man of his
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